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FINDING CRITICAL PATH IN A PROJECT NETWORK UNDER FUZZY ENVIRONMENT
ELIZABETH. S, ABIRAMI. M, SUJATHA. L
Abstract: Critical path problem is one of the simplest and most widely used concepts in non-fuzzy networks.
In this paper, we have proposed a new method to identify the critical path for project network under fuzzy
environment where each edge weights of a network takes the estimated values. This leads to the use of
triangular fuzzy numbers for representing imprecise data values. A dynamic programming recursion
formulation is developed to identify the critical path in fuzzy sense, where α-cut ranking technique is utilized
to defuzzify the triangular fuzzy numbers. The main result from our study is that, the fuzzy critical path
obtained from the developed model corresponds to actual path in the network and it is an extension of the
crisp problem. Various discussions are made based on the parameters chosen by the decision makers. Finally,
examples are illustrated for the proposed model and simulation results are shown using C language.
Keywords: Decision Making, Fuzzy critical path network problem, Triangular fuzzy number, α-cut ranking
technique.
Introduction: Critical path method is a networkbased method designed for planning and scheduling
complex project. The main purpose of critical path
method is to evaluate project performance and to
identify the critical activities on the critical path so
that the available resources could be utilized on these
activities in the project network in order to reduce
project
completion
time.
The
successful
implementation of critical path method requires the
availability of clear determined time duration for
each activity. However in real life situations, project
activities are subject to considerable uncertainty that
may lead to numerous schedule disruptions. This
uncertainty may arise from a number of possible
sources like: activities may take more or less time
than originally estimated, resources may become
unavailable, material may arrive behind schedule, due
dates may have to be changed, new activities may
have to be incorporated or activities may have to be
dropped due to changes in the project scope, weather
conditions may cause severe delays, etc. As a result,
the conventional approaches tend to be less effective
in conveying the imprecision or vagueness nature of
the linguistic assessment. Consequently, the fuzzy set
theory proposed by Zadeh [13] can play a significant
role in this kind of decision making environment to
tackle the unknown or the vagueness about the time
duration of activities in a project network. This gives
rise to fuzzy environment. There have been several
attempts in the literature to apply fuzzy numbers to
the critical path method since the late 1970’s and it
has led to the development of fuzzy critical path
method. The first method called FPERT, was
proposed by Chanas and Kamburowski [1]. Yao and
Lin [12] used signed distance ranking of fuzzy
numbers to find critical path in a fuzzy project
network. Chen and Chang [3] used defuzzification
method to find possible critical paths in a fuzzy
project network. Chanas and Zielinski [2] assumed
that the operation time of each activity can be
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represented as a crisp value, interval or a fuzzy
number. Dubois, Fargier and Galvagnon [5] assigned
a different level of importance to each activity on a
critical path for a randomly chosen set of activities.
Chen and Huang [4] proposed a new model that
combines fuzzy set theory with the PERT technique
to determine the critical degrees of activities and
paths, latest and earlier starting time and floats. Thus
numerous papers [8]-[10] have been published in
Fuzzy Critical Path Problem (FCPP). Yao and Lin [11]
proposed a theorem based on signed distance ranking
method for triangular fuzzy number to identify the
fuzzy shortest path from vertex i to vertex n.
Elizabeth and Sujatha [6] proposed a theorem using
signed distance ranking method for trapezoidal fuzzy
number to identify the fuzzy critical path from vertex
1 to vertex j. Based on the concepts of two research
articles [6],[12] we have proposed a theorem for FCPP
from vertex i to vertex n.
The paper is organized as follows: In section 2, basic
definitions are reviewed and binary operation is
introduced for α-cut ranking technique. Section 3,
focus on formulation of critical path network
problem under fuzzy environment. In section 4,
suitable examples are illustrated to demonstrate the
proposed approach. Finally, simulation results using
C language are included for the same.
Preliminaries:
Definition 2.1. (Triangular fuzzy number): The
triangular fuzzy number Ã=(a, b, c), a<b<c, is a fuzzy
set defined on Ը with membership function as
follows:
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ͳǡ݂݅ ݔൌ ܾ
µÃ(x) = ି௫
۔
ǡ݂ܾ݅ ൏  ݔ ܿ ۘ
ۖ ି
ۖ
Ͳ ەǡۙ ݁ݏ݅ݓݎ݄݁ݐ

͵ͳ

Mathematical Sciences International Research Journal : Volume 5 Spl Issue (2016)

ISSN 2357-8697

Using this interval, the decision maker (DM) can
choose an appropriate value for each cij. The range
[cij-οଵ ,cij+οଶ ] corresponds to the following
triangular fuzzy number,
c᷉ij=(cij-οଵ ,cij,cij+οଶ ),where0<οଵ <cij, 0<οଶ (3.2)

Fig.2.1. Triangular fuzzy number Ã
Definition 2.2. (Arithmetic operation on
triangular fuzzy number): Let Ã=(a1,b1,c1) and
ܤ෨=(a2,b2,c2) be two triangular fuzzy numbers then
෨ = (a1,b1,c1)ْ(a2,b2,c2)
Ãْܤ
= (a1+a2,b1+b2,c1+c2)
෨
Ã ٓ ( = ܤa1,b1,c1)ٓ(a2,b2,c2)
= (a1െc2,b1െb2,c1െa2)
Definition 2.3. (α-cut Ranking technique): [7] Let
Ã = (a ,b ,c) be a triangular fuzzy number. Then the
α-cut ranking technique of Ã is,
R(Ã)=

ଵ
 ሾܽ+α(ܾ െ ܽሻሿߙ݀ߙ +
ଵ
 ሾܿ െα(ܿ െ ܾሻሿߙ݀ߙ

Here we define the binary operation for α-cut ranking
technique.
Definition 2.4. (Binary operation on α-cut ranking
෨ =(a2,b2,c2) be two
technique) Let Ã=(a1,b1,c1) and ܤ
triangular
fuzzy
numbers.
Then
෨ =(a1+a2,b1+b2,c1+c2) and
ÃÅܤ
ሺభ ାమ ሻାସሺభ ାమ ሻାሺభ ାమ ሻ

 ାସభ ାభ
మ ାସమ ାమ
෨ ሻǤ
= భ

= R(Ã)+R(ܤ



(2.2)

Formulation of critical path network problem
under fuzzy environment:
Crisp Critical Path Problem (CCPP): A dynamic
programming (DP) formulation for the critical path
problem can be given as follows: In a network with an
acyclic directed graph G = (V, E) with n vertices
numbered from 1 to n such that 1 is the source and n
is the destination. Then,
f(n)=0
f(i)=݉ܽ{ݔcij+f(j)/<i,j>אE}
(3.1)
ழ

Here cij is the weight of the directed edge <i, j>, and
f(i) is the length of the critical (longest) path from
vertex i to vertex n.
Fuzzy Critical Path Problem (FCPP): In the FCPP,
we consider the edge weights in the network, i.e., cij is
imprecise in nature, due to the vagueness in the data.
A tolerable range for each cij as an interval
[cijെοଵ , cijοଶ ], where 0 οଵ ൏cij and 0൏ οଶ .
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The length of the tolerable range [cij-οଵ , cij+οଶ ] is
∆ij=οଶ -οଵ Ǥ From definition 2.3 we obtain
c⃰ij = R(c᷉ij) =
=

ାସା
=


෨ are two triangular fuzzy numbers then Ã
If Ã and ܤ
෨ iff R(Ã) ≥ R(ܤ෨).
ܤغ
(2.1)

෨ )=
R(ÃÅܤ

Fig.3.1. The fuzzy number ܿǁ

c⃰ij = cij+

ೕ షοೕభ శరೕ శೕ శοೕమ

οೕమ ିοೕభ

c⃰ij = cij +

οೕ


(3.3)

ల

ೕ ାሺοೕమ ିοೕభ ሻ




(3.4)

>0

(3.5)

In (3.5), when οଵ =οଶ , we obtain c⃰ij = cij. Thus the
fuzzy problem becomes the crisp one. We call c⃰ij = cij

+

οೕ


an estimate of the edge weight < i, j > in the

fuzzy sense.
Because there are finite paths from node 1 to node n
in a network, we conclude that there are also finite
paths from node i to node n in the network. Thus,
there
must
exists
a
path p = <i,i1,i2,…,im(i),n> (i.e., <i,i1>, <i1,i2>, …, <im(i),n>
אE) for f(i) =ܿభ +ܿభ మ +…+ܿሺሻ  . Note that f(i) is the
length of the critical path from vertex i to vertex n.
Therefore we have
f(i)=ܿభ +ܿభ మ +…+ܿሺሻ  ≥ܿభ +ܿభ మ +…+ܿሺೖሻ  (3.6)
where at least one equal sign holds for all possible
paths, p= < i,k1,k2,…,k p(k),n >, from vertex i to vertex
n. Thus,
f(i)= max{ܿభ +ܿభ మ +…+ܿሺೖሻ  / for all paths
p= <i,k1,k2,…,kp(k),n >} .
Fuzzifying both sides of (3.6) yields
ܿǁభ Åܿǁభ మ Å…Åܿǁሺሻ ܿغǁభ Åܿǁభ మ Å…Åܿǁሺೖሻ (3.7)
From (2.1), we obtain,
R(ܿǁభ Å ܿǁభ మ Å … Å ܿǁሺሻ  ሻ  R(ܿǁభ Åܿǁభ మ Å…
Å ܿǁሺೖሻ  )

R(ܿǁభ ) + R(ܿǁభ మ ) + … + R(ܿǁሺሻ  )  R(ܿǁభ ሻ +

R(ܿǁభ మ )+…+ܴሺܿǁሺೖሻ  ) (by (2.2))

͵ʹ
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ܿ•భ +ܿ•భ మ +…+ܿ•ሺሻ ≥ܿ•భ +ܿ•భ మ +…+ܿ•ሺೖሻ

(3.8)
where at least one equal sign holds for all possible
paths from vertex i to vertex n. Let
f ⃰(i) be the length of the critical path from vertex i to
vertex n in network G=(V,E) with{c⃰ij /<i, j> ܧ אሽ.
We know that, f(i)=ܿభ +ܿభ మ +…+ܿሺሻ  .
From (3.8), we obtain
f ⃰ (i) = ܿ•భ +ܿ•భ మ +…+ܿ•ሺሻ  .
Similarly, we obtain
f ⃰(j)=ܿ•భ +ܿ•భ మ +…+ܿ•ሺೕሻ 

(3.9)
We rewrite (3.1) as follows: for any fixed i,
f(i) ≥ cij + f(j), " i<j, (i, j)  אE ,where at least one equal
sign holds. Then,
ܿభ +ܿభ మ +…+ܿሺሻ 

ܿ +ܿభ +ܿభ మ  +…+ܿሺೕሻ  ,"i<j,(i,j)אE

(3.10)
where at least one equal sign holds. Fuzzifying both
sides of (3.10) yields
ܿǁభ Åܿǁభ మ Å…Åܿǁሺሻ ܿغǁ Åܿǁభ Åܿǁభ మ …Åܿǁሺೕሻ  ,"i<j,

(i,j)אE
(3.11)
where at least one ≈ holds. From (2.1),(2.2) and (3.5),
we obtain
ܿ•భ +ܿ•భ మ +…+ܿ•ሺሻ    ܿ• +ܿ•భ +…+ܿ•ሺೕሻ  ,
"i<j,(i,j)אE
(3.12)
where at least one equal sign holds. Then, according
to (3.5), (3.10) and (3.12), the DM should choose
appropriate values for parameters
οభ ,οభ మ ,…,οሺሻ ,ο ,οభ ,…, and οሺೕሻ  to satisfy

οభ +οభ మ +…+οሺሻ   ο +οభ +…+οሺೕሻ  ,
" i<j,(i, j)  אE

(3.13)
From (3.9) and (3.12), the DP recursion of the first
type of critical path problem in the fuzzy sense can be
given by
f*(i) = ݉ܽ{ݔc*ij + f * (j) / <i, j> אE} and f *(n) = 0.
ழ

Finally, we summarize the above description in the
following Theorem.
Theorem 3.1: Consider a network G= (V, E) with n
vertices numbered from 1 to n with the edge weights
{cij /<i, j>אE}. An estimate of the edge weight c⃰ij, is
based on a triangular fuzzy number given in (3.2),
ଵ


ଵ

(οଶ - οଵ ሻ = cij + ∆ij, where

οଵ and οଶ are parameters whose values are
determined by the DM to satisfy (3.13), thus creating
a set of edge weights in the fuzzy sense, {c⃰ij / <i, j> א
E}. The DP recursion of the critical path problem in
the fuzzy sense is given by
f *(i) =݉ܽ{ ݔc*ij + f * (j) / <i, j> אE } , and
defined by c⃰ij = cij +

ழ

f *(n) = 0,
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where f *(i) is the length of the critical path in the
fuzzy sense from vertex i to vertex n.
When οଶ =οଵ for each edge <i, j> אE in Theorem
3.1, we obtain c⃰ij = cij. As a result, the fuzzy critical
path problem becomes a crisp problem.
Illustrative Example: Consider the network as
shown in Fig.4.1.

Fig. 4.1. Project network
Crisp Case: Assume the edge weights of the network
as follows: c12 = 3, c13 = 3, c24 = 3, c35 = 2, c36 = 5, c46 =
4, c47 = 4, c57 = 4, c68 = 5 and c78 = 4. From (3.1), we
have
f(8)= 0, f(7)= c78+f(8)= 4, f(6)= c68+f(8)= 5,
f(5)=c57+f(7)=8, f(4)=max{c46+f(6),c47+f(7)}= 9,
f(3)= max{c36+f(6),c35+f(5)} = 10,
f(2)=c24+f(4)=12, f(1)=max{c12+f(2),c13+f(3)}=15 .
Here, f(1)=c12+c24+c46+c68=15.This is the length of the
critical path from vertex 1 to vertex 8 where the
critical path is 1→2→4→6→8 in the crisp case.
For i = 1, 3 and 4 we get the following inequalities.
When i=1, c12+c24+c46+c68 >c13+c36+c68 ;
c12+c24+c46+c68>c13+c35+c 57+c78;
c13 + c36 + c68 = c13 + c35 + c57 + c78.
When i=3, c36 + c68 = c35 + c57 + c78
When i=4, c46 + c68 > c47 + c78
(4.1)
Fuzzy case: Then, based on the parameters (3.13)
and the above inequalities (4.1) we have the
following:
∆12+∆24+∆46+∆68 > ∆13+∆36+∆68;
∆12+∆24+∆46+∆68 > ∆13+∆35+∆57+∆78;
∆13 + ∆36 + ∆68 = ∆13 + ∆35 + ∆57 + ∆78;
∆36 + ∆68 = ∆35 + ∆57 + ∆78;
∆46 + ∆68 > ∆47 + ∆78.
(4.2)
4.2 a) If the DM chooses the values of
parameters as οଵ <οଶ i.e.,οଵଶଵ= 2, οଵଶଶ= 4,οଵଷଵ= 1,
οଵଷଶ= 3, οଶସଵ= 1, οଶସଶ= 2, οଷହଵ= 1,
οଷହଶ= 2, οଷଵ = 1, οଷଶ= 3, οସଵ= 1, οସଶ = 3,
οସଵ= 2, οସଶ = 3, οହଵ= 3, οହଶ= 4, ο଼ଵ = 1,ο଼ଶ= 2,
ο଼ଵ= 1, ο଼ଶ= 2.
i.e.,∆12= οଵଶଶ െ οଵଶଵ= 2, ∆13= 2, ∆24= 1, ∆35=1,
∆36= 2, ∆46= 2, ∆47= 1, ∆57= 1, ∆68= 1, ∆78=1 to
satisfy
the conditions in (4.2), then the fuzzy numbers in
(3.2) are determined as follows:
ܿǁ 12=(1,3,7), ܿǁ 13=(2,3,6), ܿǁ 24=(2,3,5), ܿǁ 35=(1,2,4),
ܿǁ 36=(4,5,8), ܿǁ 46=(3,4,7),
ܿǁ 47=(2,4,7),
ܿǁ 57=(1,4,8),
ܿǁ 68=(4,5,7), ܿǁ 78=(3,4,6).
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From Theorem 3.1 we obtain the estimate of the edge
weights in the fuzzy sense as follows: c⃰12=3.33, c⃰13=3.33,
c⃰24=3.16, c⃰35=2.16, c⃰36=5.33, c⃰46=4.33, c⃰47=4.16, c⃰57=4.16,
c⃰68=5.16, c⃰78=4.16.
From (3.14), we have f ⃰(8)= 0, f ⃰(7)= 4.16,
f ⃰(6)= 5.16, f ⃰(5)= 8.32, f ⃰(4)= 9.49, f ⃰( 3)= 10.49,
f ⃰(2)= 12.65, f ⃰(1)=c⃰12+c⃰24+c⃰46+c⃰68 = 15.98.
f ⃰(1) is the length of the fuzzy critical path from vertex
1 to vertex 8 where the critical path in fuzzy sense is
1→2→4→6→8.
4.2 b) If the DM chooses the values of
parameters as οଵ >οଶ i.e.,οଵଶଵ= 2, οଵଶଶ= 1, οଵଷଵ = 3,
οଵଷଶ= 1,οଶସଵ= 2,οଶସଶ= 1,οଷହଵ= 2οଷହଶ= 1,οଷଵ= 4,
οଷଶ= 2,οସଵ= 2,οସଶ= 1,οସଵ= 4,οସଶ= 1,οହଵ= 3,
οହଶ= 1, ο଼ଵ= 3,ο଼ଶ= 1, ο଼ଵ= 2, ο଼ଶ= 1.
i.e.,∆12=οଵଶଶ െ οଵଶଵ=-1, ∆13=-2, ∆24=-1, ∆35=-1, ∆36=-2,
∆46=-1, ∆47=-3, ∆57=-2, ∆68=-2, ∆78=-1 to satisfy the
conditions in (4.2), then the fuzzy numbers in (3.2)
are determined as follows:
ܿǁ 12=(1,3,4), ܿǁ 13=(0,3,4), ܿǁ 24=(1,3,4), ܿǁ 35=(0,2,3),
ܿǁ 36=(1,5,7), ܿǁ 46=(2,4,5), ܿǁ 47=(0,4,5), ܿǁ 57=(1,4,5),
ܿǁ 68=(2,5,6), ܿǁ 78=(2,4,5).
From Theorem 3.1 we obtain the estimate of the edge
weights in the fuzzy sense as follows: c⃰12=2.83,
c⃰13=2.66, c⃰24=2.83, c⃰35=1.83, c⃰36=4.66, c⃰46=3.83, c⃰47=3.5,
c⃰57=3.66, c⃰68=4.66, c⃰78=3.83.
From (3.14), we have f ⃰(8) = 0, f ⃰(7) = 3.83,
f ⃰(6)= 4.66, f ⃰(5)= 7.49, f ⃰(4)= 8.49, f⃰( 3)= 9.32,
f ⃰(2)= 11.32, f ⃰(1)=c⃰12+c⃰24+c⃰46+c⃰68 = 14.15. f ⃰(1) is the
length of the fuzzy critical path from vertex 1 to
vertex 8 where the critical path in fuzzy sense is
1→2→4→6→8.
4.2 c) If the DM chooses the values of
parameters as οଵ = οଶ ,οଵ < οଶ and
οଵ >οଶ i.e.,οଵଶଵ=1, οଵଶଶ =1, οଵଷଵ=2,οଵଷଶ = 3,οଶସଵ= 1
, οଶସଶ= 2, οଷହଵ= 1, οଷହଶ= 2, οଷଵ= 3, οଷଶ= 2, οସଵ= 1,
οସଶ= 1, οସଵ= 3, οସଶ = 2, οହଵ= 3, οହଶ = 1, ο଼ଵ= 1,
ο଼ଶ= 2, ο଼ଵ = 1, ο଼ଶ=2.
i.e.,∆12= οଵଶଶ െ οଵଶଵ= 0, ∆13= 1, ∆24= 1, ∆35= 1, ∆36=1, ∆46=0, ∆47=-1, ∆57= -2, ∆68= 1, ∆78= 1 to satisfy the
conditions in (4.2), then the fuzzy numbers in (3.2)
are determined as follows:
ܿǁ 12=(2,3,4), ܿǁ 13=(1,3,6), ܿǁ 24=(2,3,5), ܿǁ 35=(1,2,4),
ܿǁ 36=(2,5,7), ܿǁ 46=(3,4,5), ܿǁ 47=(1,4,6), ܿǁ 57=(1,4,5),
ܿǁ 68=(4,5,7), ܿǁ 78=(3,4,6).
From Theorem 3.1 we obtain the estimate of the edge
weights in the fuzzy sense as follows: c⃰12=3, c⃰13=3.16,
c⃰24=3.16, c⃰35=2.16, c⃰36=4.83, c⃰46=4, c⃰47=3.83, c⃰57=3.66,
c⃰68=5.16, c⃰78=4.16.
From (3.14), we have f ⃰(8)= 0, f ⃰(7)= 4.16,
f ⃰(6)= 5.16, f ⃰(5)= 7.82, f ⃰(4)= 9.16, f⃰( 3)= 9.99,
f ⃰(2)= 12.32, f ⃰(1)=c⃰12+c⃰24+c⃰46+c⃰68= 15.32.
f ⃰(1) is the length of the fuzzy critical path from vertex
1 to vertex 8 where the critical path in fuzzy sense is
1→2→4→6→8.
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Table 4.1: Results and discussions
Parameter Edge
CCPP FCPP
s
weight
chosen by s
DM

οభ =οమ
οభ <οమ
οభ >οమ

οభ =οమ
οభ <οమ
οభ >οమ

c⃰ij=cij

15

-

c⃰ij > cij

-

15.98

c⃰ij < cij

-

14.15

-

15.32

Results

FCPP =
CCPP
FCPP is an
extension
of CCPP.
CCPP
is
an
extension
of FCPP.

c⃰ij = cij

FCPP is an
extension
of CCPP.

c⃰ij >cij
c⃰ij
< cij

The comparison of critical path in the fuzzy sense
with the crisp critical path is as follows:
•ሺଵሻିሺଵሻ
ሺଵሻ
ሺଵሻି•ሺଵሻ
οభ >οమ , then
•ሺଵሻ

(1) If οభ <οమ , then

(2) If

(3) If οభ
•ሺଵሻିሺଵሻ
ሺଵሻ

´ 100 = 6.53 %
´ 100 = 6.00 %

= οమ , οభ < οమ and ο > οమ , then
భ

´ 100 = 2.13 %.

Table 4.2: Results of the network
Crisp
Fuzzy Path Length
Path L
ength
Paths

οభ =
οమ

οభ
<

οమ

οభ
> οమ

οభ =οమ ,
οభ <οమ
and

οభ > οమ

1→2→4→
15
15.98 14.15
15.32
6→8
1→2→4→
14
14.81
12.99
14.15
7→8
1→3→5→
13
13.81
11.98
13.14
7→8
1→3→6→
13
13.82
11.98
13.15
8
Here path 1→2→4→6→8 is identified as the critical
path in crisp and fuzzy case.
Simulation result using C language:

͵Ͷ
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Fig.4.2. crisp critical path

Fig.4.3. Fuzzy critical path
Conclusion: In the real word, the project is executed
in an environment where the uncertainty being the
principle features of it. One of these uncertainties in
project planning process is estimating duration of
activities. The duration of activities is usually
estimated by the experts. The experts use terms like
“almost”, “a little more”, “about’, “more or less”, etc.
These terms clearly show some kind of uncertainty in
scheduling the project. In this work, as a main task
we have investigated a more realistic problem namely
FCPP. It aims at providing a decision maker with the
optimal solution using imprecise data which is very
often used for solving problems of engineering and
management sciences, where the decision maker can
control the time and cost of the project and improve
the efficiency of resource allocation to ensure the
project quality.
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